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Good morning!  I hope that all of you had a wonderful Thanksgiving with your family and friends.  I hope that it was a time of laughter and love.  And I hope that you ate way more than you should have.  I know I did.  

I know that most of you here do not know who I am, so let me give you a very quick introduction.  My name is Insoo Kim and I have been on staff here at Vineyard Columbus for the past 8 months serving as Rich Nathan’s research assistant.  Prior to coming to Vineyard Columbus, I was an assistant pastor at a Vineyard church in Chicago for almost four years.  I have been married to my absolutely wonderful and beautiful wife, Angela, for four-and-a-half years now, and we have two boys, a two-year old Elliot and a 6-month old Isaiah, and they are absolutely amazing!  And having two young children means that we are at that stage in life where most of our conversations are about poo-poo and pee-pee, and various other kinds of bodily functions.  And we often find ourselves saying things like, “Please do not rub the peanut butter on your hair!”  And “Please do not stick your finger up your nose!”  And “Please do not stick your finger up your brother’s nose!”  We love being parents to our boys and we thank God for them on most days.  I am thrilled to be a part of this great church and for this opportunity to teach today.

And speaking of peanut butter in the hair and fingers up the nose, it’s not just children who do foolish things, is it?  Very often, it’s us fully grown, mature man and women, who seem to have everything together, that do some of the most foolish things, isn’t it?  Let me give you a few examples.  Here is a real news story from just a few days ago:

A college student in southern China just needed a hug, but he probably shouldn't have picked a panda bear for his warm and fuzzy moment.  Instead of a hug, the panda bit the student after he broke into the animal's zoo enclosure.

A park employee said the student was visiting the zoo with classmates when he jumped the 6-foot-high fence around the panda's habitat.  The employee said the student was bitten in the arms and legs by the panda, named Yang Yang. Two foreign visitors who saw the attack ran to get help.  The official News Agency reports the hospitalized student later said “the panda bear was so cute and cuddly I never expected to be bitten.”
Or what about this story also from just a few days ago:

Police have arrested a man dubbed the “Butt Bandit.”  He is suspected of leaving greasy, graphic imprints of his behind on the windows of stores, churches and schools in a small town in Nebraska.  A 35-year-old man was caught in the act by police early Wednesday morning. 

Beginning in spring of 2007, the mystery vandal visited businesses at night, pressing his naked behind on windows. The marks were made with lotion or petroleum jelly.  The past two summers, the “Butt Bandit” struck business after business, window after window.  He stopped over the fall and winter.  During one particularly brazen session, virtually all the windows at a local hotel were imprinted.

I bet if I were to ask us this morning, if anybody here has done anything foolish this week, I bet most of our hands would go up.  Maybe we didn’t go around making imprints of our butts around town, but foolish nonetheless.  We are all fools in one form or another.

For the past 10 weeks, we have been doing a series on the book of Proverbs entitled, “What Your Parents Should Have Taught You (But Probably Didn’t).”  We examined the book of Proverbs to learn how to be wise regarding money, relationships, sex, how to raise wise kids, and how to be wise with our words.  And so today, we come to the last sermon in the series, which I’ve entitled, “What Kind of a Fool Are You?”

“What Kind of a Fool Are You?”

Let’s pray.

There is a Spanish proverb that goes like this:

“Every man is a fool in some man's opinion”  
We can sit around here today, in our nice clothes pretending to be sophisticated, well put together, but let’s face it, you and I are fools.  We make fools of ourselves in how we express our undying love to that special person in our life.  We make fools of ourselves when we go on shopping sprees and we really believe the ads that tell us that the more we spend the more we’ll actually save.  We make complete fools or ourselves when we stand in line for 2 hours at Chipotle while wearing a tin foil on our head just to get a free burrito that costs 5 bucks.  And then we stand in line at Starbucks for 20 minutes to get a cup of coffee that costs 5 bucks.  Are there any fools in the house tonight?  We are all fools!  You and I are fools!

The various Hebrew words for “fool” occur more than a hundred times in the book of Proverbs.  And these various words can generally be categorized into four different kinds of fools.  So as we look at the four different kinds fools, see if you can recognize yourself in any of them.

THE “OPEN” FOOL
The first kind of fool that we find in Proverbs is the “open” fool.  We get this from the Hebrew word “Peti” or “Pethi” which is often translated as “simple” and “gullible.”  

“Peti” = “Simple” or “Gullible”

The word is derived from a root suggesting the idea of being “open, spacious, wide.”  We read in Proverbs 1:4:  

Proverbs 1:4 

For giving prudence to those who are simple, knowledge and discretion to the young.

In Proverbs 1:22 we read:

Proverbs 1:22

How long will you who are simple love your simple ways?
“Peti” is the term for “fool” which carries with it the greatest potential that he will welcome instruction and correction from a wise man.  The “open” fool may be immature and inexperienced, but he is someone who is teachable.  He might be naïve, gullible, and easily fooled, yet his mind is not closed off to wisdom.  The “open” fool is malleable and is capable of being shaped and improved by education and thus still have the hope of joining the company of the wise.

As I began thinking about what an “open” fool might possibly look like, I was reminded of my two-year old son, Elliot.  And I am absolutely fascinated by his ability to learn new things.  I can’t for the life of me get him to stop picking his nose, but he has learned how to recite the Lord’s Prayer in two languages, English and Korean.  And he is at that phase now where he copies everything that I do.  So, when I am drinking my cup of coffee in the morning, he sits right by me with his cup of milk gently sipping it like it’s hot coffee.  He is a sponge.  Children are a sponge.  And it seems to me that they are one of the clearest examples of an “open” fool.  There is story of Jesus interacting with children in Matthew 19.  We read in verse 13:
Matthew 19:13

Then people brought little children to Jesus for him to place his hands on them and pray for them. But the disciples rebuked them.

The disciples of Jesus wanted nothing to do with these foolish kids, and they certainly did not want them to bother Jesus.  But Jesus rebukes this attitude in his disciples and says this in the next verse:

Matthew 19:14

Let the little children come to me, and do not hinder them, for the kingdom of heaven belongs to such as these.
Jesus seems to be reiterating the point here that we see in Proverbs 22:6:

Proverbs 22:6

Train a child in the way he should go, and when he is old he will not turn from it.
Jesus places great value on these children, who for the most part, in that day, were not held in high esteem.  There is something in the “openness” of a child that reflects an attitude that we are to have even as adults.  In fact, Jesus says that there are mysteries in the Kingdom of God that is not revealed to the wise, but to little children.  Matthew 11:25:

Matthew 11:25

At that time Jesus said, “I praise you, Father, Lord of heaven and earth, because you have hidden these things from the wise and learned, and revealed them to little children.”

And if that doesn’t make you feel a just little uncomfortable, listen to what Jesus says in Mathew 18:1-4:

Matthew 18:1-4

At that time the disciples came to Jesus and asked, “Who is the greatest in the kingdom of heaven?” 2 He called a little child and had him stand among them. 3 And he said: “I tell you the truth, unless you change and become like little children, you will never enter the kingdom of heaven. 4 Therefore, whoever humbles himself like this child is the greatest in the kingdom of heaven.
In children we have one of the clearest examples of an “open” fool, one who is open to learning, one who is marked by humility, one who is not jaded by life, but one who can still experience wonder and awe at the mysteries of life.  “Unless you change and become like little children, you will never enter the kingdom of heaven.”  This is the “open” fool.
THE “HARDENED” FOOL
The second kind of fool is the “hardened” fool.  And it comes from the Hebrew words “Kesil” or “Ewil.”  

“Kesil” or “Ewil” = “Thickheaded”
And it can best be translated as “thickheaded.”  One commentator astutely translates it as “blockheads.”  We read in Proverbs 26:11:

Proverbs 26:11

As a dog returns to its vomit, so fools repeat their folly.

We read in Proverbs 18:2:

Proverbs 18:2

Fools find no pleasure in understanding but delight in airing their own opinions.

And we also read in Proverbs 12:15:

Proverbs 12:15

The way of fools seems right to them, but the wise listen to advice.
The “hardened” fool is strong-willed, self-confident, and slow to change his ways.  He is impenetrable and eventually becomes mentally immune to the words of the wise.  The “hardened” fool is absolutely set in his ways, refuses to learn, and persists in doing evil.  Dr. Dan Allender in his book, Bold Love, gives a wonderful description of a “hardened” fool:

“The fool may be brilliant in his chosen field or in academic pursuits, but he is a [donkey] in life.  In fact, it is a slur to donkeys to be compared to a fool… The fool seems to be an expert at calculating gain, but is unable to look deeply at the inevitability of loss”

He goes on to say:

“The fool is so self-centered and self-reliant that he is deaf, dumb, and blind to the consequences of his choices.  He will follow a path that seems to be right, even when the blacktops gives way to gravel and gravel to dirt and dirt to rocks and debris.  Almost nothing will stop the fool from plunging ahead into peril.”
I recently heard about a horrible marriage story which seems to be all too common these days.  Like most marriages, this particular marriage had their good and their bad days.  But there was so much anger in the wife’s heart that she regularly exploded in verbal abuse towards her husband who was quiet and meek, someone who did not exude confidence.  And after each of these episodes of anger, she would genuinely be sorry and apologize to her husband.  But this pattern happened again and again.  She found it impossible to change.  So she kept on putting more pressure on her husband to fix their marriage.  And as more of her foolishness was exposed, she became more and more committed to finding a cure through self-help books and seminars.  None of these things are necessarily bad things, but her heart’s desire was not healing or restoration or repentance.  She simply wanted to fix her broken husband.  Eventually when it didn’t work out like she wanted, she found friends who agreed that she should divorce her weak husband, and she found a new “freedom,” yet still in complete bondage to her foolishness.

One author notes that:

“Fools hate the pain of discipline and the inherent fear involved in growing in wisdom and knowledge.  A fool despises the cost of growth.  A fool demands quick relief, and if it is not forthcoming, he will rant and rave until someone offers a counterfeit solution.”

In his pride and stubbornness, the “hardened” fool would rather choose a road that he knows will lead to destruction rather than to admit that he was wrong.  The “hardened” fool is utterly repelled by the process of honestly evaluating his life and embracing the pain that produces character.

THE “MOCKING” FOOL
The third kind of fool is the “mocking” fool.  It comes from the Hebrew word “Letz” which means “Mocker.” 

“Letz” = “Mocker”

In modern Hebrew, the word for “clown,” “letzan,” is derived from the same root.   We read in Proverbs 22:10:

Proverbs 22:10

Drive out the mocker, and out goes strife; quarrels and insults are ended.

We read in Proverbs 21:24:

Proverbs 21:24

The proud and arrogant—‘Mocker’ is their name; they behave with insolent fury.

And we read in Proverbs 9:7-8:

Proverbs 9:7-8

Whoever corrects a mocker invites insults; whoever rebukes the wicked incurs abuse. Do not rebuke mockers or they will hate you; rebuke the wise and they will love you.

The “mocking” fool is proud, arrogant, sneering, and he is the master of heckling.  And like a clown, he mimics and makes fun of truth, reality, and all that is good and holy.  One commentator says this about the “mocking” fool:

“No man earns more universal detestation or deserves it more than he who wears a perpetual sneer, who is himself incapable of deep loyalty and reverence and who supposes that it is his mission in life to promote the corrosion of the values by which individuals and society lives.”

The “mocking” fool is that person who you simply can not talk to about anything serious without some demeaning and sarcastic remark.  Do you know someone like that?  They talk twice as much as they listen, and their conversations are always more about looking good and being right then any desire to truly understand.  And it seems to me that this is one of the more common ways that people respond when initially confronted by the person of Jesus.  Just a few hours before he was crucified, Jesus experienced mocking of the worst kind.  We read in Matthew 27 these words:


Matthew 27:27-31

Then the governor's soldiers took Jesus into the Praetorium and gathered the whole company of soldiers around him. 28 They stripped him and put a scarlet robe on him, 29 and then twisted together a crown of thorns and set it on his head. They put a staff in his right hand as a scepter. Then they knelt in front of him and mocked him. “Hail, king of the Jews!” they said. 30 They spit on him, and took the staff and struck him on the head again and again. 31 After they had mocked him, they took off the robe and put his own clothes on him. Then they led him away to crucify him.

The “mocking” fool finds great delight in his flaunting his own wisdom, and in the process reveals himself to be a great fool.  But when it comes to the “mocking” fool, God will have the final word.  We read in Proverbs 3:34:

Proverbs 3:34

He [God] mocks proud mockers but gives grace to the humble.
And we read in Galatians 6:7:

Galatians 6:7

Do not be deceived: God cannot be mocked. People reap what they sow.

THE “GOD-DENYING” FOOL
The fourth kind of fool is the “God-denying” fool.  And it comes from the Hebrew word, “Nabal.”  

“Nabal”

But since it occurs only three times in the book of Proverbs, we must look elsewhere in the Old Testament to understand its meaning more fully, so we read in Psalm 14:1: 

Psalm 14:1 (NIV)

The fool says in his heart, “There is no God.” They are corrupt, their deeds are vile; there is no one who does good.

The “God-denying” fool is devoid of spiritual perception and has a closed mind to the very idea of a God.  He is arrogant and God is not an option to the “Nabal.”  We read in Psalm 10:4:

Psalm 10:4

In their pride the wicked do not seek him; in all their thoughts there is no room for God.

For all intents and purposes, the “Nabal” is a practical atheist.  He is someone who has decided, for better or for worse, that there is no God.  A good example of a “Nabal” would be the outspoken atheists like Richard Dawkins who wrote The God Delusion, and Sam Harris, who writes the following in his book, Letter to a Christian Nation:

“In Letter to a Christian Nation, I have set out to demolish the intellectual and moral pretensions of Christianity in its most committed forms.”  

He goes on to say:

“If the basic doctrine of Christianity is correct, I have misused my life in the worst conceivable way.  I admit this without a single caveat.  The fact that my continuous and public rejection of Christianity does not worry me in the least should suggest to you just how inadequate I think your reasons for being a Christian are.”

He is a “Nabal,” a “God-denying” fool.  I know there are many of you here today who may not believe in God.  And if that is you, we are thrilled that you are here.  This is a safe place for you to examine the Christian faith.  Through whatever experiences and circumstance you’ve endured in life, you decided that there is no God.  Maybe it wasn’t a crystal clear decision you’ve made, and maybe there was even a time in your life when you did believe in God.  But gradually, very slowly over time, you just stopped believing.  And maybe you are here today because you desperately want to believe again today as you once did.  You are holding on to that last glimmer of hope in your heart, and you are going back and forth between belief and doubt.  Belief and doubt.  And if that is you, let me say this to you:  To deny the existence of God is not the same thing as doubt.  Unbelief is the outright and deliberate decision on our part to reject God.  But doubt is a common experience for Christians.  And it is not a bad thing.  The reason for the existence of doubt in the Christian is that we want to know things for certain.  It is in our human nature to want to be 100%, absolutely certain about everything, including faith.  But hear this:  No one, absolutely no one can have that kind of certainty about God.  No one.  Not the great evangelist Billy Graham.  Not the Bible scholar, N.T. Wright.  Not the mega-church pastors Rick Warren or Bill Hybels.  Not the great Christian author Dallas Willard or C.S. Lewis.  Not the founder of the Vineyard movement John Wimber.  And not even Rich Nathan.  Well, maybe Rich Nathan.  Just kidding.  Not even Rich Nathan.  Because for both the Christian and the atheist alike, the positions that we take regarding God, we do so in faith.  In faith.  And to see doubt in this manner puts it in its the proper perspective.  Alister McGrath, the great theologian, says this about doubt:
“Doubt is not an intellectual difficulty with God.  It is something more fundamental than that.  It is the basic human instinct not to trust in God…  Doubt is not so much a problem of the human mind.  It is the expression of a force or power which engulfs the entire sinful human person, and draws him or her away from God.”
What McGrath is saying here is that doubt is a condition of our sinful nature where we do not trust in God, but rather, we trust in ourselves.  It is a symptom of our unredeemed nature.  But what Christ did on the cross 2000 years ago has opened a way for you and I to be healed of our sinful nature. But even as we are being healed, the symptoms of our sin will remain.  Doubt will remain as long as sin remains.  So, again, doubt is not a bad thing.  It is only natural for us to wonder if we truly have gotten things right, especially for something as important as God.
But doubt certainly can be a bad thing when it starts to cause us to worry, and worse yet, when it starts to cause us to become self-centered instead of Christ-centered.  And one of the surest ways to deal with doubt in our lives is to see it for what it is:  the inevitable consequence of our sinful nature.  There is no such thing as Christian faith without doubt.  So we are people who believe by faith and not by sight.  Hebrews 11:6 says this:

Hebrews 11:6

And without faith it is impossible to please God, because anyone who comes to him must believe that he exists and that he rewards those who earnestly seek him.

FOOL FOR CHRIST
So far we’ve looked at four different kinds of fools:  There is the “open” fool, the “hardened” fool, the “mocking” fool, and the “God-denying” fool.  And as we get into the New Testament, Paul introduces to us a fifth kind of a fool, and that is the Fool for Christ.  Let’s read 1 Corinthians 1:18-26:

1 Corinthians 1:18-26

For the message of the cross is foolishness to those who are perishing, but to us who are being saved it is the power of God. 19 For it is written: “I will destroy the wisdom of the wise; the intelligence of the intelligent I will frustrate.” 20 Where are the wise? Where is the teacher of the law? Where is the philosopher of this age? Has not God made foolish the wisdom of the world? 21 For since in the wisdom of God the world through its wisdom did not know him, God was pleased through the foolishness of what was preached to save those who believe. 22 Jews demand signs and Greeks look for wisdom, 23 but we preach Christ crucified: a stumbling block to Jews and foolishness to Gentiles, 24 but to those whom God has called, both Jews and Greeks, Christ the power of God and the wisdom of God. 25 For the foolishness of God is wiser than human wisdom, and the weakness of God is stronger than human strength.

Verse 18 says:

1 Corinthians 1:18

For the message of the cross is foolishness to those who are perishing, but to us who are being saved it is the power of God.

The Foolishness of the Cross

When unbelievers hear the message of the cross, it does not strike them as intellectually compelling.  The message of the cross stands in stark contrast to what they believe to be true, real, and natural.  The cross, in the eyes of the world, is utter foolishness.  William Willimon, an Amerian theologian, hits this point home:  

“What kind of sense does it make to worship a God who, instead of rescuing us out of trouble, rescues us by entering into the trouble with us?  A God who, instead of helping us avoid pain, heals us from our pain by entering the depths of our pain with us?  A God who, instead of fixing things for us, addresses them by becoming weak with us in our weaknesses?”

In the eyes of the world, there is absolutely nothing about the cross that makes sense.  The message of the cross, to the unbeliever, it boggles the mind and it irritates the heart.  Throughout history, people have been scandalized by the cross.  The notion of a God who would willingly and purposefully die can not and must not be true in the eyes of the world.  Many critics of the Christian faith have argued that Christianity would be better served if we would just stop talking about the cross.  But Jesus says this to his disciples in Mark 8:34:

Mark 8:34 (NIV)

If any want to be my followers, let them deny themselves and take up the cross and follow me.

“Take up the cross and follow me!”  I don’t imagine that many of us sit around Starbucks or Panera over lunch break and meditate on the meaning of this verse.  “Take up the cross and follow me!”  How do we respond to this call of Jesus, this radical call to take up the cross today?  “Well, uh, it’s 6:10pm, and the church service started 10 minutes ago, so I will take up my cross and turn off that football game and go to church!”  Or maybe, “I can not stand my coworkers, actually I hate everything about them, but today, I will take up my cross and not talk about them behind their backs.”  Or maybe, “Well, it is Christmas season, so I will take up my cross and put into the Salvations Army collection box, 50 cents instead of 25 cents!”  I am not saying that these are bad things.  They are actually quite good things.  But I have a slight suspicion that Jesus meant a lot more than that when he said, “Take up the cross and follow me!”

“Take up the cross and follow me!”

In the time of Jesus, the cross was not a religious icon as it has become today.  It had a simple and singular meaning:  It was an instrument of death.  The cross was that horrendous thing upon which people were crucified.  And Jesus says to his disciples, “Take up your cross and follow me.”  It is not a very difficult passage to understand.  You don’t have to be a genius to figure this one out.  You don’t need a degree in theology to exegete this passage.  There is only one meaning.  In calling his disciples to take up the cross and follow him, Jesus is calling them to death!  Jesus is calling us to death!  Because embracing Jesus means embracing the cross.
Embracing Jesus means embracing the cross.

And so we come back to what Paul said in 1 Corinthians 1:18:

1 Corinthians 1:18

For the message of the cross is foolishness to those who are perishing, but to us who are being saved it is the power of God.

And to take up the cross to follow Jesus may be foolishness to the world, but it seems that sometimes it is also foolishness to us Christians as well.  In an attempt to make the cross understandable and reachable, we Christians often find ourselves wiping away the blood from its surface and hiding the deep nail marks.  The notion of a crucified Messiah is just not convenient to share with our friends, so we glorify the resurrection and hide the crucifixion.  And in so doing, we’ve made the cross devoid of any controversy and paradox, and it becomes something that we can easily and proudly wear around our necks and put up in our living rooms.  Frederick Buechner, an author and pastor from the mid 1900s, writes this:  

“In terms of human wisdom, Jesus was a perfect fool.  And if you think you can follow him without making something like the same kind of fool yourself, you are laboring not under the cross, but a delusion.”

We baptize hundreds of people at our church every year.  Our baptism services are one of my favorite services.  And every time that I see someone come out of that water, something very deep in my soul is moved to an emotion that I can not quiet put into words.  And while we rightfully celebrate the birth of a new life that is revealed as he or she comes rushing out of the water, when was the last time we thought about what is happening during those two seconds that the person is under water?  Before the person comes out of the water together with Jesus in this symbolic resurrection, the person must first be crucified with Christ, a symbolic death, but death nonetheless.

“Take up the cross and follow me!”


“Take up the cross and follow me!”  Many of us think that following Jesus means going to church on Sundays; or that the Kingdom of God that Jesus is ushering in is merely a few minor adjustments in our checkbook or calendar.  We’ve taken the shock out of the words of Jesus.  Soren Kierkegaard, a great Danish theologian makes this point beautifully:  

“Christianity has taken a giant stride into the absurd.  Remove from Christianity its ability to shock and it is altogether destroyed.  It then becomes a tiny superficial thing, capable neither of inflicting deep wounds nor of healing them.  It’s when the absurd starts to sound reasonable that we should begin to worry.”

I think that if all of us in this room were truly honest with ourselves, we all, each in our own way resist the foolishness of the cross.  “Jesus, what do you mean love your enemies?”  “What do you mean blessed are the meek?”  “What do you mean sell all your possessions and give them to the poor?”  “There is absolutely nothing in me that lines up naturally with what you are asking me to do.  That is just foolishness!”  But the foolishness of God is wiser than our wisdom.  
We Christians sometimes have this idea that we need to run away from intelligent thought because it goes against faith, but that is simply not true.  To be a fool for Christ does not mean that we leave our intellect at the doorsteps of the church as we walk in or that we put on brain blinders as we walk back into the world.  God commands us to love with not just our heart, soul, and strength, but also with our mind.  Paul is not advocating intellectual laziness.  He is saying that all of the wisdom that we can possibly muster up is nothing compared to the One to whom all wisdom is pointing.

1 Corinthians 1:24

Christ the power of God and the wisdom of God.
Take the parable of the Prodigal son found in Luke 15 as an example.  The biggest fool in this great parable is not the extravagantly wasteful and sinful prodigal son who ran away with his inheritance to spend on prostitutes and on wild living, ultimately sinking so low that he finds himself living in a pig pen.  Nor is the biggest fool in this parable the extravagantly generous and forgiving father who wholeheartedly and unconditionally welcomes back his son, who once was lost but now has been found.  The biggest fool in the parable is the second son standing off in the distance while there is a huge celebration going on in his house, wondering how foolish everyone else is being.  His sense of what is just and right simply will not allow him to entertain the possibility that it is the foolish who inherit the kingdom of God.  And our churches are full of second sons.  

The story of Jesus has stopped moving our hearts to believe in the impossible, and we settle for the natural, the normal, the understandable.  We’ve stopped being moved to tears by the utterly foolish and extravagant love of God for us, and our Christianity has become nothing more than rituals and routines, all aimed at helping us earn God’s love.  We’ve stopped being moved to tears by the vision of our Messiah who was crucified on the cross so that we can live, fully, abundantly, powerfully.


1 Corinthians 1:27

But God chose the foolish things of the world to shame the wise; God chose the weak things of the world to shame the strong.

In the eyes of the world, was it wise or foolish that Noah would obey God who told him to build a boat on dry land?  In the eyes of the world, was it wise or foolish for Abraham to obey God to offer up his only son Isaac as a sacrifice even though God had promised to bless him through his offspring?  In the eyes of the world, was it wise or foolish that a brilliant and accomplished man named Paul would give up his reputation, his friends, his life, to travel around the world to start new churches, to proclaim the very Gospel that he had spent his entire life trying to destroy?  In the eyes of the world, was it wise or foolish that Peter heeded the voice of Jesus to step out of the boat to actually walk on water?  In the eyes of the world, was it wise or foolish that Mary would pour expensive perfume on the feet of Jesus and wipe them with her hair as an extravagant demonstration of her love?  In the eyes of the world, was it wise or foolish that Jesus did not spend time with the religious leaders or powerful officials, but went out of his way again and again to be with the nobodies, the prostitutes, the tax collectors, the sick, and the sinners rejected by the world?  In the eyes of the world, was it wise or foolish, that God, the eternal, everlasting, all-powerful, all-wise God, would condescend himself to enter into his very own creation, in the image of a frail human, to die an embarrassing death on a cross, so that you and I can truly live?  

Can it be, can it possibly be, that this weak, despised, insulted, humiliated, embarrassed, and hated man named Jesus was actually the Savior of the World?  Can that be true?  What a foolish God!  What a foolish Gospel!  What a foolish cross!  Who can possibly believe that except for the most foolish among us?  Are there any fools in the house tonight?

The extravagant love of God demands an extravagant response.

And to embrace Jesus means embracing the cross with all of its power, all of its glory, all of its shame, all of its pain, and all of its foolishness.  Jesus beckons us to take up our cross and follow him!  Our foolish God is calling us to a foolish love under a foolish cross.  He calls us to enter into each other’s pain, to bear each other’s burdens.  To the world, that is an utterly foolish way to live, but to us who are being saved, it is the power of God, and it is the only way to live.  For in the foolishness of the cross, the impossible has become possible!

Becoming a Fool for Christ is not a one-time thing.  Rather, it is the ongoing, choosing again and again to go outside of our comfort zones, to give more than we can afford, to forgive more than our hurts would allow, to love when the most logical choice would be simply to walk away, and to believe by faith that we live not for ourselves but the one who created us.  Becoming a Fool for Christ begins with the humble realization that the life that we live is not our own.  Becoming a Fool for Christ means that these words of Paul found in Philippians 3 would be our life’s cry:

Philippians 3:7-11 (NIV)
But whatever was to my profit I now consider loss for the sake of Christ. 8 What is more, I consider everything a loss compared to the surpassing greatness of knowing Christ Jesus my Lord, for whose sake I have lost all things. I consider them rubbish, that I may gain Christ 9 and be found in him, not having a righteousness of my own that comes from the law, but that which is through faith in Christ—the righteousness that comes from God and is by faith. 10 I want to know Christ and the power of his resurrection and the fellowship of sharing in his sufferings, becoming like him in his death, 11 and so, somehow, to attain to the resurrection from the dead.
God is calling each and every one of us to take up our cross and suffer alongside of those who are suffering.  And I wonder, instead of trying to prove that God exists, or trying to justify Christianity to the “mocking” fools and the “God-denying” fools, I wonder if the biggest testimony of Christian faith might not be to take up our cross and to suffer alongside of those who are suffering.  I wonder what might happen to people’s hearts as we willingly and purposefully suffer alongside of them.  I wonder how they would respond to a love like that.

Brennan Manning, the great Christian author, writes this:

“Whenever the Spirit of God blows like a hurricane through Christian history, it is through prophets and Christ lovers who have surrendered unconditionally to the folly of the Cross.”
As we enter into the Advent season and celebrate the birth of the baby Jesus, let us take a moment’s pause today and realize that this baby Jesus, born in a manger, would at the end of his life, meet his death on a cross.  In the foolishness of that cross, the extravagant love of God was revealed.  And this extravagant love demands an extravagant response.  And the only proper response to the foolish love of God towards us revealed on the blood stained cross where our savior was crucified is to kneel at the foot of that cross, and pray, “Make me a fool for Christ!”

Let’s pray.
What Kind of a Fool Are You?
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Everything Your Parents Should Have Taught You (But Probably Didn’t) 

Proverbs Series

Proverbs 1:22, 12:15, 14:1, 21:24; Psalm 10:4; 1 Corinthians 1:18-26
I. The Four Kinds of Fools:

1. The “Open” Fool (Proverbs 1:4; 1:22)

2. The “Hardened” Fool (Proverbs 26:11; 18:2; 12:15)

3. The “Mocking” Fool (Proverbs 22:10; 21:24; 9:7-8) 

4. The “God-Denying” Fool (Psalm 14:1; 10:4)

II. The Fifth Kind of a Fool: The Fool for Christ (1 Corinthians 1:18-26)

1. The Foolishness of the Cross
2. Embracing Jesus Means Embracing the Cross
3. Extravagant Love Demands an Extravagant Response.  

III. Our Response: “Make Me a Fool for Christ!”
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