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On October 17, 1969, at 8am, the entire police force of Montreal, Canada went on a strike to demand better pay.  As a result of the strike, which lasted just about 16 hours, six banks were robbed, more than 100 shops were looted, and there were twelve fires.  Property damage came close to some $3,000,000 and two men were shot dead.  All this in just 16 hours!
This incident brings up a lot of interesting questions:

· Is fear of punishment or getting caught the only reason people are good?

· How much does the environment play a role in shaping someone’s behavior?

· Are people incapable of being good?

· Are people naturally evil?

· If I were there, would I have behaved any differently?

· Are most of us just really good at suppressing the darkness in our hearts, so that when an opportunity like this arises, that this true self just spews out of us?  

· And if this is the case, then who is the true you?  The one who works hard to suppress those evil desires, or the one who gives expression to those internal desires?

Well, the truth of the matter is that it is one in the same person, isn’t it?  You are the collection of both your internal desires and your external behaviors.  And it is here that I think we would all concede that there is a tremendous amount of disparity between who we ought to be and who we truly are.  So we live in this tension, between these two worlds, and we are pulled back and forth trying to do what is right, while wrestling with our inner demons.  But even as we are doing the right things and saying the right things, if we are truly honest with ourselves, I think oftentimes, we still feel like a fraud, that we are living a lie, that we are always looking over our shoulders wondering when we will be exposed for the fraud we truly are.  
One little girl’s honest confession hits this point home beautifully:
A lie is an abomination to God and a very present help in time of trouble.

Three weeks ago Rich began a series called “Finding God.”  The premise of this series is that having faith in Christ, and being faithful to Christ is really hard to maintain these days.  That in the context of the world that we live in, faith is becoming more and more difficult to maintain.  So, in this series, we are looking at some common objections or challenges to faith that we regularly come across.  Today, I want to talk about the challenge of morality and spiritual experiences.  Before we continue, please bow your heads with me and let’s pray.

FAITH AND MORALITY
When we talk about morality, a central question that needs to be raised is this:  “Who are you when no one is looking?” 
You can be a banker. You can be a lawyer. You can be a doctor. You can be a student. You can be a husband. You can be a wife. You can be all of that and more.  But who are you really, when you are by yourself, when no one is looking?  If the veil of your private life is lifted, would we see two very different people?  I’ll talk more about that a little bit later.  But before we address that, let’s talk first about what moral law is and where it comes from.

WHAT IS MORAL LAW?

Moral law is that inner compass that lies deep inside each and every one of us that tell us what is right and what is wrong.  While we may not always be thinking about it, or even fully aware of it, we all feel its pull.  It plays out in our lives in both big and little ways, in the millions of decisions that we make on a daily basis whether or not to do this or that, whether or not to act on this thought or that thought, whether or not to say this or that.  It plays out in fights and disagreements.  And while some disagreements are minor like, “Why did you leave the toilet seat up again?”  (That may NOT be a minor issue for some of you)  Other disagreements are a lot more serious, like the debate over whether or not the United States has a moral obligation to spread democracy throughout the world, even if it requires military force.  Or the debate about stem cell research.  Some argue that it is a violation of the sanctity of life, while on the other side, others argue that because of its potential to alleviate human suffering, it would be a moral failure on our part if we do not move forward with the research.  And in each case, no matter on what side of the issue one may stand, each party attempts to appeal to an unstated higher standard, what we would call a moral law.  So what is truly being addressed in these debates is weather one side is in closer proximity to the demands of the moral law.

One of the most interesting facts in talking about the issue of moral law is that it appears to be something that is universal among all human beings.  So much so, that it acts very much like a physical law, like the law of gravity.  But, it is also interesting to note that unlike gravity these moral laws are broken with astounding consistency.  So where does moral law come from?
WHERE DOES MORAL LAW COME FROM?

Some argue that moral law is purely a cultural phenomenon; that moral laws are basically the result of what the majority of the people in a particular group and setting deem to be right and wrong.  So, in this sense, moral law is completely a subjective matter.  In other words, there is no absolute truth or standard.  And this is a very common belief held in our society today.  But there is a major flaw with this line of thinking.  Because if it is true that morality is purely a cultural phenomenon, than it would only make sense that we should see widely differing moral convictions from culture to culture.  It should be as varied as the different foods that people eat in different cultures.  But this is simply not the case.  We see that even in the most remote tribes of the world, people who have been cut off from the rest of civilization, they observe a moral code very similar to ours.  Every culture denounces oppression and murder.  Every culture denounces treachery and lying.  Every culture praises displays of kindness to the elderly, the young, and the weak.  Every culture praises acts of altruism.  Yes, while there may be some variations in how these actually play out, there is definitely at least a baseline understanding of moral law that is common in every culture.  So obviously, moral law is not purely a cultural phenomenon.
Others argue that moral law is purely a natural phenomenon, a result of the evolutionary process.  Ray Kurzweil is the recipient of the prestigious National Medal of Technology award, who was dubbed by Forbes magazine as, “The Ultimate Thinking Machine.”  And he makes this truly incredible statement:

The intelligence of machines will exceed human intelligence early in this century.  By intelligence, I include all of the diverse and subtle ways in which humans are intelligent – including musical and artistic aptitude, creativity, physically moving, and even responding to emotion.  By 2019, a thousand-dollar computer will match the processing power of the human brain... By 2050, a thousand dollars of computing will equal the processing power of all human beings on earth… Will these future machines be capable of having spiritual experiences?  They certainly will claim to.  They will claim to be people, and to have the full range of emotional and spiritual experiences that people can have.
So, if Kurzweil’s predictions prove to be correct, this means than not only will machines be smarter than people in the not too distant future, but they will also have consciousness and morality, and will be virtually indistinguishable from humans.

If you look at the presupposition of his thought process, you can see that he is basically playing out what would happen if morality is purely a natural phenomenon, a result of evolution.  And this is because for Darwinians, who hold to the claim that the physical world is all there is, human consciousness and morality simply evolved as the human brain became more and more complex over millions of years.  In other words, as the human brain became more and more complex, there came a point where this complexity gave birth to a consciousness and morality.  And so, if that really is true, why couldn’t it also be true that as computers become more and more complex, that after a certain point, their complexity will reach a critical mass and give birth to spontaneous consciousness and morality?

There is simply no way to explain the true altruism of people like Oskar Schindler or Mother Theresa from the theory of evolution.  In fact, if the theory of evolution is to be strictly observed, people like Schindler and Mother Theresa should have been eliminated long ago.  The theory of evolution says that the weak should die.  But moral law says that we should save a drowning man even if he is my enemy.  So obviously, moral law is not purely a natural phenomenon.
So if moral law is not purely a cultural phenomenon or a natural phenomenon, then where did it come from?  How can we account for its presence in our lives?  There is something truly unusual going on here.  C.S. Lewis, the great Christian author says this:

If there was a controlling power outside the universe, it could not show itself to us as one of the facts inside the universe – no more than the architect of a house could actually be a wall or staircase or fireplace in that house.  The only way in which we could expect to show itself would be inside ourselves as an influence or a command trying to get us to behave in a certain way.  And that is just what we do find in ourselves.  Surely this ought to arouse our suspicions?

Moral law is not a cultural or natural phenomenon.  Moral law is a divine phenomenon.  Moral law reveals that there is a God.

I believe Lewis is echoing the words we find in Jeremiah 31:33, where God says this:

Jeremiah 31:33

I will put my law in their minds and write it on their hearts. I will be their God, and they will be my people.

And this is what Paul says in Romans 1:20

Romans 1:20

For since the creation of the world God's invisible qualities—his eternal power and divine nature—have been clearly seen, being understood from what has been made, so that people are without excuse.

This God of creation is speaking to us.  This God of creation is revealing himself in us through the moral law.  The Bible says that we, humans, are created in the image of God.  And the moral law written in our hearts gives testimony to this truth.  Not only is there a God, but we are experiencing his nature on a daily basis as we distinguish between what is right and what is wrong.

THE MORAL DILEMMA

Okay, so there is obviously a moral law and this moral law reveals that there is a God.  But we are still left with this dilemma that I mentioned earlier, that all of us humans are plagued by an inability to fully live according to the moral law.  So, going back to the story of the Montreal Canada police protest, let me ask this question:  For those of us who do believe in God, like many of us in this auditorium today, would we have behaved any differently if we were there in Montreal?  I’ve asked myself that question this week as I was preparing, and my immediate response was, “Heck, no!  I would certainly not be one of the looters!”  But as I thought about it a little bit more, my certainty began to waver.  Because if my past is any indication, I am not so sure.

I have a confession to make.  I was a thief.  I was caught.  I was punished.  And I learned my lesson.  It all happened when I was six-years old.  My best friend and I were hanging out at our local playground.  It was where all the really cool kids hung out, so naturally I fit right in.  It was late in the afternoon, and after playing really hard on the monkey bars we decided that we needed a snack.  And lucky for us, we were just two blocks from a little grocery store where they sold our favorite chips.  But there was a problem.  Like most six-years olds, neither one of us had jobs, and neither one of us got an allowance.  Which meant that we had no money.  So we talked for a few minutes and brainstormed our options.  Option One:  We could just not have any snacks.  After all, it was getting close to dinner time so we were going to be eating soon.  But we really wanted those chips, so this was not a good option.  Option Two:  We could borrow some money from our friends.  But as I said earlier, we were just a group of jobless six-year olds hanging out at the playground.  Who would we borrow the money from?  Also not a good option.  Option Three.  We could just “borrow” the chips from the store and pay the owners back in ten years or so when we had some money.  And as we pondered this third option, we had some vague recollection of stories that we heard at Sunday school at church.  Something about how we shouldn’t steal.  And I remember even as a six-year old, that I was rationalizing what I was about to do.  “We were not stealing.  We were just borrowing.”  So, after we convinced ourselves that we were doing the right thing, we nervously walked into the grocery store and we walked out with our chips.  We walked back to the playground, and proudly showed off our prize to our friends.  Oh, they were so jealous!

Well, it could have been the perfect crime.  No one would have found out.  It’s not like people back then were watching CSI or Law and Order.  But being dumb six-year olds, we decided that we would not finish eating the chips there at the playground, but that we would take it home and save it for after dinner.  So my friend went to his house, and I went to my house.  And when I walked in the door and saw the looked on my mom’s face, I realized that there was a major flaw in my plan.  She began to interrogate me, like they would in CSI or Law and Order.  So being a good boy, I flat out lied to cover my butt.  I look her in the eye and told her that my friend bought me the chips.  Pretty smart, huh?  Well, for some reason, she decided that she would not take my word for it, and she called over to my friend’s house.  And I could tell by mom’s tone that my airtight alibi was falling to pieces.  It turns out that my friend was trying to use the same excuse with his mother.  So, our lies were exposed.  And boy was my mom mad!  I remember getting a really, really good spanking, a very long lecture, and if that wasn’t enough, I was dragged by my ear back to the store where she made me apologize to the owner and she paid for the chips.  It was one of the most humiliating and painful experiences of my life.

As I look back, I am absolutely shocked by what I did, because it’s obvious from our internal anguish that we both knew what was right and what was wrong.  And still, we chose the course of action that we knew was wrong.  When nobody was looking, I saw clearly that the person I ought to be was a very different person than who I actually was.  When the veil of my private life was lifted, it revealed two very different people.
And this is not just an issue for atheists.  It is an issue for Muslims.  It is an issue for Jews.  It is an issue for New Agers.  It is an issue for Socialists.  It is an issue for Communists.  It is an issue for Christians.  It is an issue for me.  It is an issue for you.  There appears to be a flaw in all of humanity.

Paul, the great Apostle Paul, gives voice to this universal malaise in Romans 7:15-24.


Romans 7:15-24

I do not understand what I do. For what I want to do I do not do, but what I hate I do. 16 And if I do what I do not want to do, I agree that the law is good. 17 As it is, it is no longer I myself who do it, but it is sin living in me. 18 I know that good itself does not dwell in me, that is, in my sinful nature. For I have the desire to do what is good, but I cannot carry it out. 19 For I do not do the good I want to do, but the evil I do not want to do—this I keep on doing. 20 Now if I do what I do not want to do, it is no longer I who do it, but it is sin living in me that does it. 21 So I find this law at work: Although I want to do good, evil is right there with me. 22 For in my inner being I delight in God's law; 23 but I see another law at work in me, waging war against the law of my mind and making me a prisoner of the law of sin at work within me. 24 What a wretched man I am! Who will rescue me from this body of death?

Verse 15:


Romans 7:15

I do not understand what I do. For what I want to do I do not do, but what I hate I do.

Can anybody here relate to that?  Has anyone tried to lose weight on a diet lately?

Paul gives voice to the universal experience of humans.  And he gives a reason why we experience this moral dilemma.  And he gives it a name.  He calls it sin.  So moral law not only reveals that there is a God, but moral law also reveals that there is sin in our lives.
Romans 7:18

I know that good itself does not dwell in me, that is, in my sinful nature. For I have the desire to do what is good, but I cannot carry it out.

A few chapters earlier in Romans, Paul writes this:

Romans 3:10-12

There is no one righteous, not even one; 11 there is no one who understands; there is no one who seeks God. 12 All have turned away, they have together become worthless; there is no one who does good, not even one.

I think Paul is trying to say something here.  Everyone is affected by sin.  There is no one who does good, not even one!  And this is one of the central tenets of the Christian faith.  All of mankind is tainted by sin.  Paul says in Romans 3:23 that:

Romans 3:23

All have sinned and fall short of the glory of God

All have sinned, every single one of us have sinned, and we fall short again and again and again.  Sin taints how we think, how we act, how we feel.  There is nothing in us that is that impacted by sin.  And there is nothing that you can do about it.  Our mental, physical, emotional capacity simply is not powerful enough to battle sin.  And if that isn’t reason enough to be depressed, let me give you just one more reason.

MORAL LAW AND JESUS

Jesus, in his great Sermon on the Mount, gives this outlandish command to his followers:


Matthew 5:48

Be perfect, therefore, as your heavenly Father is perfect.

Remember, this Jesus is the same Jesus who said that having lust in one’s heart is exactly the same as committing adultery, and to hate someone in one’s heart is the same thing as murder.  He is not merely addressing my behavior and my thoughts, he is saying this to all of me, even the parts of me that are hidden under the veil of my private life, the me, the true me when nobody is looking.

“Be perfect!”  There is absolutely no grey area in his command here.  “Be perfect!”  We read that, and most of the time we just glance over it without much thought simply because it sounds so ridiculous and out of reach.  But once in a while, we read that and we pause for a moment, and we ask ourselves, “Did he really say what I think he just said?  Did he really mean that?”  He takes the requirements of the moral law up to a whole new level.  And if you thought that moral law was difficult before, you can now see that it is utterly impossible!  The bar is just too high.  So, what’s to be done about it?  Is there any hope at all?

The answer to our moral dilemma is found in Romans 7:25.  I’ll start reading from verse 21:



Romans 7:21-25

So I find this law at work: Although I want to do good, evil is right there with me. 22 For in my inner being I delight in God's law; 23 but I see another law at work in me, waging war against the law of my mind and making me a prisoner of the law of sin at work within me. 24 What a wretched man I am! Who will rescue me from this body of death?  25 Thanks be to God, who delivers me through Jesus Christ our Lord!
The only hope for the moral dilemma of mankind is Jesus Christ!  Moral law reveals that there is a God.  Moral law reveals sin in our lives.  And moral law reveals that we need for a Savior.  The only hope for humanity is Jesus Christ!  The only hope for you and me is Jesus Christ!  Jesus raises the standard of the moral law to a whole new level, making it impossible for us to reach on our own, but our hope lies in the fact that it is this same Jesus who has made a way for us to meet that standard.  C.S. Lewis, in his book Mere Christianity writes this:

The command “Be perfect” is not idealistic gas.  Nor is it a command to do the impossible.  He is going to make us into creatures that can obey that command.
In other words, when Jesus says, “Be perfect!” he absolutely means it.  But he is not expecting us to do this on our own.  He is the one who will do this in us!

The revolution that Jesus is ushering in is not merely about changing how we act and talk.  He is not merely interested in fixing our outer appearance.  But this revolution is about the transformation of the entire person from the inside out.  There is absolutely nothing in us that is not affected by this revolution.  Jesus realizes that our actions and our words do not emerge from nothing, but they reveal something about who we are in our deepest part.  And it is exactly that part that Jesus wants to transform.  And that’s why he says in Luke 6:


Luke 6:43-45

No good tree bears bad fruit, nor does a bad tree bear good fruit. 44 Each tree is recognized by its own fruit. People do not pick figs from thornbushes, or grapes from briers. 45 Good people bring good things out of the good stored up in their heart, and evil people bring evil things out of the evil stored up in their heart. For out of the overflow of the heart the mouth speaks.

A truly moral person is not someone who merely says all the right things and does all the right things.  Nor is the truly moral person someone who believes in all the right things.  But the truly moral person is someone who truly desires good things, whose fruits are good because his heart is good.  He is someone who has deep integrity, a word that means complete, unbroken, and whole, someone who’s inside and outside look identical.  And if you have ever tried to become a person of integrity on your own, you know that it is an impossible task.  Our hearts are despicably wicked.  And it is here, where we are completely at a loss as to how to become a truly good person and live a truly good life that Jesus steps in and says “Be perfect!  And let me transform you into the person who can actually obey that command!”  What’s required is a total transformation of the self from the inside out.

And so how does this transformation actually begin?  It begins by faith.  This is what redemption is all about.  This is what salvation is all about.  This is what the cross is all about.  This is what Jesus’ second coming is all about.  Faith is the means by which one enters this journey of transformation.  Jesus says, “Be perfect!  And let me transform you into the person who can actually obey that command!”  And the proper response to this invitation, echoing the words of the Psalmist, is this:
Psalm 51:10

Create in me a pure heart, O God, and renew a steadfast spirit within me.

And in this simple prayer, we humbly acknowledge our inability to change on our own and that we desperately need God.  Transformation will not be immediate.  Nor will it be easy.  In fact, it will be a lifelong journey, lived out just one day at a time, one step at a time.  But it all begins with faith.  Faith.  
And the nature of faith is such that there will be seasons where we will have more faith to believe than others.  And there will be seasons where our faith will be stronger than others.  And because of this nature of faith, I believe that spiritual experiences are a vital part of the Christian life.
FAITH AND SPIRITUAL EXPERIENCES
Some may call it a “religious experience” or “divine experience,” but simply put, spiritual experience is a God-encounter.  It can be something as huge as a miraculous healing from cancer and something as small as just a deep sense of peace.  It can be something as extravagant as hearing the audible voice of God, or something as simple and ordinary as a sense of hope you feel when someone lays their hands on you and begins to pray for you.  Spiritual experience is what you feel at times as you come to a service like this, and people begin to sing songs to God, and you become keenly aware of the fact that there is something inexplicably divine in the room.  And as believers in a God who is deeply personal and relational, it should not come as a surprise that spiritual experiences are a normal part of the Christian life.

But not all spiritual experiences are healthy.  Some spiritual experiences will bring you into bondage rather than setting you free.  And as Rich has taught on this topic many times, the way to distinguish a true spiritual experience is the lordship of Christ.  In other words, is Jesus being acknowledged as Lord in this spiritual experience?  As a result of this spiritual experience, am I being transformed more and more into the image of God?  

And if we use this as the measuring stick of true spiritual experiences, we will not get caught up in the whole ordeal of always looking for the next big spiritual high, jumping from one experience to another, because these ultimately are more about honoring our needs above Jesus.  True spirituality is a matter of day-to-day living under the lordship of Christ!  And that’s why it is a vital part of Christian living.
Spiritual experiences are gifts from God in this regard.  Oftentimes, spiritual experiences are a testimony to the unbeliever that there is a God because we can know that God exists wholly apart from arguments, but simply by experiencing him.  Spiritual experiences have and will continue to help seekers find God.

But spiritual experiences are also faith builders for the Christian.  If you feel lukewarm in your faith today, there is one sure fire-tested way to grow in your faith:  Pray passionately for someone other than yourself.  Pray passionately for someone who is in desperate need of physical healing.  Pray passionately for someone who is experiencing financial hardship.  Pray passionately for the restoration of a failing marriage.  Pray passionately for the salvation of a friend, a relative, a co-worker.  Pray passionately, and when God answers, share your story with lots and lots of people.  There are few things more powerful in building faith as sharing God stories with one another.  My faith just explodes when I hear a story about an answered prayer, big or small.  I believe that sharing our God stories with one another is in and of itself a spiritual experience!  So, please share your stories in your small groups, in your family over dinner, send out emails, tell a perfect stranger about a God moment in your life because it has the power to help seekers encounter God!  It’s that powerful!

FAITH AND DOUBT
No matter what kind of convincing arguments you may hear about the reality of God, the truth of the matter is that there is absolutely no way that you will have a hundred percent certainty that there is a God.  Because doubt is a normal part of the Christian experience.  In fact, faith and doubt go hand in hand.  

This reality is beautifully expressed in the confession made by the father of a boy who came to Jesus begging him to heal his son.  Jesus looks at this father and says “everything is possible for one who believes!”  In response, the father says this to Jesus:
Mark 9:24

I do believe; help me overcome my unbelief!

Philip Yancey, the great Christian writer says this:

Doubt always coexists with faith, for in the presence of certainty who would need faith at all?

The moment that your doubt is completely gone, what you end up with is something less than authentic biblical faith.  Doubt is not the same thing as unbelief.  Unbelief is the outright and deliberate decision on our part to reject God.  But doubt is a common experience for Christians.  And it is not a bad thing.  The basic reason for the existence of doubt in the Christian experience is that it is in our human nature to want to be 100%, absolutely certain about everything, including God.  But hear this:  No one, absolutely no one, can have that kind of certainty about God.  No one.  Because for both the Christian and the atheist alike, the positions that we take regarding God, we do so in faith.  In faith.  There is no such thing as Christian faith without doubt.  So we are people who believe by faith and not by sight.  Hebrews 11:6 says this:

Hebrews 11:6

And without faith it is impossible to please God, because anyone who comes to him must believe that he exists and that he rewards those who earnestly seek him.


But why is this?  Why is faith required?  We may complain, “God, why do you make things so hard for us?  If I were you, if I were God, I would make faith absolutely unnecessary.  I would make it as easy as possible for people to believe in me!  That’s what I would do if I were in your shoes.”

Bertrand Russell was the most famous atheist of the early and mid 1900s.  A woman once asked him a rather challenging question.  She asked him what he would say if it turned out that he was wrong about his atheism, and that it actually turned out that there was a God.  He thought about it for a minute and gave this answer:  

Why, I should say, “God, you gave us insufficient evidence!”
“God, you gave us insufficient evidence!  How are we to believe in something that we can not see?  If only you would provide just a few undeniable proofs, then why would we not believe in you?  Why do you make believing in you so difficult?  It’s your fault that I don’t believe in you!”  

Let me tell you about what happened to me on December 20, 2003.  I got up very early that morning full of fear and excitement because this was going to be a big day, in fact, one of the most significant days of my life.  I had a lot of things to organize, and plan, and make sure that everything was going to be perfect.  You see, this was the day that I was going to propose to Angela.  We had known each other as friends for many years, and we had been dating for three years.  And now, I was going to ask her to be my wife.  A few friends knew about my plan, and they were absolutely thrilled.  But the question that they kept asking me was this:  “How do you know that she is the one?”  And my answer was always, “I just know!”  And I know many of you here have been asked that same question:  “How do you know that he or she is the one for you?”  And like me, your answer was probably something along the lines of “I just know!”  And what do we actually mean when we say, “I just know!”  We certainly do not mean that we know absolutely everything there is to know about this person.  We certainly do not mean that we have everything figured out.  We certainly do not mean that there aren’t some doubts.  But what we are saying is this:  “I choose to put my trust in you, in us, in our relationship.  I know there are going to be difficult times ahead of us, and we’ll probably even fight quite a bit, but I choose you!  I choose you!  Through thick and thin, through the storm and the waves, until death parts us I choose you.”
I don’t think it’s a coincidence that Jesus often used the analogy of bride and groom to teach about how we ought to relate to him.  By faith.  By faith.  By faith.

So, if you are skeptical about God, I want to encourage you to investigate.  Use your mind, use your intellect, and seek after truth.  But here is the rub:  An intellectual pursuit of God will only lead you to the door.  You will still need to walk through that door, and that you do by faith.

On week one of this series, Rich defined faith like this:

Trust in Christ sufficient to provoke obedience to Christ and to receive his benefits.

Faith is trust, it is obedience, and it is a relationship.  Thomas Graham, the dean of a theological school says this:

Faith is reason gone courageous – not the opposite of reason, to be sure, but something more than reason and never satisfied by reason alone.  A step always remains beyond the range of light.

It’s not easy, but a relationship that is based on faith is infinitely more satisfying because there is an inherent element of risk involved.  It is choosing to say, “No matter how life may turn out, I will stand by you.”  That is what God is saying to us by faith.  And our response to him must also be by faith!

TWO PERSPECTIVES ON THE FAITH JOURNEY
For many of you on this spiritual journey, this quest to find God, your perspective may have looked something like this:  You see yourself in a completely dark room.  Your hands stretched out in front of you.  You are slowly walking around waving your hands them back and forth, calling out, “God, where are you?”  It feels very much like he’s hiding from you, because he really doesn’t want to be bothered, or worse still, you discover that the room is dark because it is empty, and there is no God anywhere to be found.  For many of you, you would say that this has been your perspective thus far.
But let me give you a Biblical view of what this faith journey actually looks like:  In Genesis 16, we read the story about a woman named Hagar.  She was Abraham and Sarah’s servant.  Sarah, who was barren, was so desperate for a child that she convinces Abraham that he should have a child through Hagar.  She thought this was a brilliant plan, until the reality sank in.  When Hagar becomes pregnant with Abraham’s child, Sarah becomes very jealous and angry, and eventually kicks her out of the house.  So, Hagar, here she is.  Pregnant.  She has no where to go.  No one will take her in.  No one will look after her.  And so she runs away and ends up in the desert, in the middle of nowhere.  And in this place of loneliness, hopelessness, and despair, when she is least expecting it, she has a God encounter.  She finds God.  And in that moment, everything changes.  She finds meaning.  She finds purpose.  She finds healing.  She finds life.  Nothing is the same again.  And this is what she says:


Genesis 16:13

“You are the God who sees me,” for she said, “I have now seen the One who sees me.”

All this time we thought that we were blindly chasing after a God who was hiding from us, running away from us, only to discover that it was he who has been chasing us all along.  And when that realization sinks in, you, too, will be able to say as Hagar did, “I have now seen the One who sees me!”

The Psalmist had this same thought in mind when he writes this in Psalm 139:7-10:

Psalm 139:7-10

Where can I go from your Spirit? Where can I flee from your presence? 8 If I go up to the heavens, you are there; if I make my bed in the depths, you are there. 9 If I rise on the wings of the dawn, if I settle on the far side of the sea, 10 even there your hand will guide me, your right hand will hold me fast. 


God is seeking after you!  God is chasing after you!  God is running after you!  God sees you!  He is near!  Can you see the eyes of the One who sees you?

Let’s pray.
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Romans 7:15-25

1. Faith and Morality

a. Moral law reveals that there is a God (Jeremiah 31:33)

b. Moral law reveals sin in our lives (Romans 7:18; 3:10-12)

c. Moral law reveals our need for a Savior (Romans 7:25)

2. Faith and Spiritual Experiences

a. Spiritual experience is a God-encounter
3. Faith and Doubt

a. Faith and Doubt go Hand in Hand
4. Two Perspectives on the Faith Journey (Genesis 16:13, Psalm 139:7-10)
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