
Application to Receive Lay Counseling
Support & Recovery Ministry - Vineyard Columbus

Please read this entire page, before filling out page two.  Thank you.

Many times in life we find ourselves experiencing emotional, spiritual, or physical upheaval. Vineyard founder John Wimber would often say, "The church is a hospital, a family, an army, and a school." As the body of Christ, Vineyard Columbus purposefully co-labors with Jesus as a hospital, tending to broken places by coming alongside people to bring Jesus' care & healing love. If you find yourself struggling with an addiction, depression, or an unbearable grief; if you are hurting spiritually, in need of physical healing, or struggling with any other difficult sufferings, please visit http://www.vineyardcolumbus.org/ministries/healing/index.asp to see all that this church has to offer for this season of life.   

This application is a request to receive Lay Counseling through the Support & Recovery ministry here at Vineyard Columbus.  This is just one of the many different avenues for you, to receive biblical lay counseling, spiritual mentoring, discipleship, and healing prayer from those within your own church family.  Our lay counselors have a heart to serve people in need and come alongside what God is doing in their lives.  They counsel from a biblical perspective and seek to follow the Holy Spirit, the real Counselor, when meeting with you.  They do not engage in practices requiring professional education or state licensing, such as the practice of psychology, professional counseling or psychotherapy.  Our lay counselors voluntarily commit their time to meet with you on a regular basis as you pursue healing, clarity, and growth in Christ.  They also commit to attend on-going training to grow in effectiveness as a helper.

Due to our commitment to you, we kindly request a commitment to this process (if you are chosen to receive lay counseling) through the following ways:

· Keep your scheduled appointments

· Do your assigned homework and readings

· Fully seek God and embrace this opportunity that He is providing you

· Find out when the next Gospel of Wholeness Class is & make plans to attend
If you are unable to keep this commitment and you cancel two or more times, we will need to release you from this opportunity.  It is our desire to walk with integrity towards those who are serving in this ministry as well as those receiving from it.

Because of the high volume of requests, we will only be able to place you with a lay counselor once within a two-year period.  So, we encourage you to follow the program to completion.  If you have any questions please call 614/259-5444.  We welcome you as you pursue healing in Christ through this ministry.
There are just a few additional notes that we value and commit to you, during this process.  Lay counselors will keep confidential all comments made in the context of lay counseling sessions with the following exceptions:

· If counselees disclose the intention to take harmful, dangerous, or criminal action against another human being or against him or herself, the lay counselor is required to inform all appropriate parties (emergency services, enforcement officials, child protective services, the church, family of counselee, etc.)
· Suspected acts of child abuse or neglect on the behalf of the counselee will be reported to the proper authorities.

· All lay counselors reserve the right to discuss matters disclosed by counselees for the purpose of receiving supervision, counsel and oversight.  Those matters will be discussed with the pastoral oversight of the S&R ministry or a pastoral care leader.
Individuals may go to the nearest hospital emergency intake (or other emergency service) if they feel suicidal or homicidal and may act on these impulses.  They may also contact the following agencies:

· Grant/Riverside Behavioral Health  614/566-5056   (   Netcare Access   614/276-2273     (  Suicide Prevention  614/221-5445
· Suicide Prevention for Teens   614/294-3300        (  Suicide Prevention for Seniors  614/294-3309
*Please sign/type your name & date below, stating you have read this entire application & agree to the level of commitment requested to participate.
Signature:  ________________________________________________________

 Date: _____________________

Application to Receive Lay Counseling
Support & Recovery Ministry - Vineyard Columbus

*Please, begin typing your answers after each question mark/colon/etc. if at all possible electronically to return as an attachment via email*

Please read & sign page one before filling out this application.  Thank you.

Date Submitting Application:          



Age:                                                                                           

Name:  

     





Full Date of Birth:                                                                                                       

Complete Address:

Best Phone:





Best Email:

Marital Status:         ( single   

 ( married
    ( divorced/separated
   ( widowed

Have you applied to receive lay counseling prior to now?         (   yes
        (   no

How long have you attended Vineyard?

At Which service(s) do you currently participate?    (  Sat, 6pm    (  Sun, 9am   (  Sun, 11:30am   (  Sun, 6pm
How long have you been a member?

Are you currently in a VC small group (men’s/women’s/JH/support/recovery)?     (   yes
        (   no

Group Name:




How long have you been involved in this group?

Leader’s Name & Contact Info:

Are you currently employed and if so, where?  

How long have you been a follower of Jesus?

Do you serve in any VCC ministry/ministries and if so, which one(s)?

When are you available to meet with someone?  (i.e.: weekdays, weeknights after 6pm, Saturday & Sunday, etc.)  

Note: The more times you are available, the sooner we will be able to match you with a lay counselor.                                                           
To match you with the best possible lay counselor, please explain in detail why you desire to receive:

What steps have you taken to resolve the situation?

What kind of support do you have currently?

Did a VC ministry leader recommend you receive lay counseling and if so, what is their name & phone number?

Do you give permission for your lay counselor to speak with this leader during your time with your lay counselor?

Have you previous received any professional counseling in the past and if so, when and with whom?

Have you given any thought to seeing a professional counselor in Vineyard’s Professional Counseling Center?  ( yes ( no

*if yes, why are you not pursing that avenue prior to lay counseling?  
We have several extremely talented professional counselors on staff (to find out more about our counselors please visit, http://www.vineyardcolumbus.org/about/church_staff/counseling.asp).  If you are interested, please contact Linda Bradshaw (614/259-5409 or linda.bradshaw@vineyardcolumbus.org) for details. 

Please read & sign page one before filling out this application.  Thank you.

Did you read all of the information located on page 1 of this 2 page application?  ( yes ( no
Please save this form on your computer (after you have answered) & attach it to an email, sent to the Support & Recovery ministry by emailing: support.recovery@vineyardcolumbus.org.
If you do not have access to email, you may mail these forms to: 



      
                           Vineyard Columbus

Support & Recovery Ministry

6000 Cooper Rd. 

Westerville, OH 43081 
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