
Application to Serve

Lay Counseling Ministry - Vineyard Columbus

Participating as a lay counselor is both a call and a privilege.   By coming alongside those who are in a difficult place in their lives, who are hurting and/or confused, we do indeed bandage their wounds; we do indeed take care of them.   That’s the call God gives us.    

The privilege is found in the thoughts of Mother Teresa who saw Jesus in each broken, discarded human being she ministered to.  Speaking of the Gospel passage where Jesus tells us “I was hungry and you gave me to eat, I was naked and you clothed me….” she said:  “Hungry not only for bread, but hungry for love; naked not only of clothing but naked of human dignity and respect; homeless not only for want of bricks but homeless from rejection – this is Christ in distressing disguise.”  As lay counselors, we have the privilege of ministering to Jesus Himself, living in our brothers and sisters.

Therefore, the chief thing we can do as lay counselors is seek God for how to love His people, ALL His people.   We can offer practical advice here and there, but largely it is the love of Jesus, flowing through our own open hearts, that will transform the lives of each one who comes seeking counsel, spiritual mentoring, and/or healing prayer – and, in the process of giving away that Love, we will find our own lives transformed as well.   

Thank you for being willing to give an hour or two to spend with someone who needs you.   We are grateful for your generous heart as we know that you may already serve elsewhere in the church.  In matching you with a counselee we will attempt to look at many factors, one of which is your past experience with and understanding of brokenness.  We value the fact that the one who has “been there” knows the way out and knows The One who leads us out.  Thank you for being a brother or sister who has a heart to walk alongside the broken and bring the healing Love of Christ.

May you be richly blessed in the love of Jesus as you continually experience more of His Presence and power through serving God in this capacity.

In addition to the trainings, these are some of the expectations of our Support & Recovery ministry leaders.  
Please check off those that you agree to and indicate which ones you would like to have further discussion about:

(  I am deeply committed to Jesus Christ

(  I am a member of Vineyard (having completed the Newcomer’s Class and signed Vineyard’s Statement of Faith).

(  I agree to tithe to Vineyard Columbus in order to model stewardship.

(  I will show an interest in the overall Support & Recovery Ministry by attending related events and promoting them to those I minister to. 

(  I agree to display a teachable spirit and be able to receive instruction from Vineyard pastors and pastoral leaders.

· I agree to demonstrate personal ownership of Vineyard’s values, vision and priorities.

· I agree to regularly attend weekend services at the Vineyard.

· I will pursue fellowship with The Lord, including reading His word, praying, and other spiritual disciplines on a regular basis for growth in Him.   

· I will seek to listen to and follow the Holy Spirit for those I minister to.

· I agree to stay in community with fellow believers, knowing that growth & wholeness happens in community.

*Please sign/type your name & date below, stating you have read this entire application & agree to the level of commitment requested to participate
Signature







Date
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*Begin typing your answers after each question mark/colon, etc.*
Date Submitting Application:          



Age:                                                                                           
Name:  

     




Full Date of Birth:                                                                                                       
Complete Address:
Best Phone:








Best Email:

Marital Status:         ( single   

 ( married
    ( divorced/separated
   ( widowed

How long have you been a follower of Jesus?
Classes you have taken through VC:

( Newcomers’       (  Intro to leadership ( S&R Monthly Training    ( Gospel of Wholeness                

( Healing 1 (prayer ministry)     (  Healing 2       (  Healing 3       (  S&R CORE Training

( Foundations for Pastoral Care        (  Other (in addition):  ​​​​​​​​​​​​​​​​​​​​​​​​​​​​​​​​​​​​​​​​​​​​​ ______________________________________
(  Small group leadership training (circle one: women’s, jh, men’s, or co-ed)       

How long have you attended Vineyard Columbus? 
How long have you been a member of VC?

Are you currently involved regularly in a VC small group?

Type of Group (recovery/support/women’s/home/JH) and Name of Group:

Leader’s Name & Contact info:                         

Do you serve in any other ministry/ministries?  If so, which one(s)?

Please answer these questions with detail & specifics (if you are using hard copies you may use the back of this paper).
1. Why do you want to serve as a lay counselor at VC?

2. What experiences have you had that cause you to believe you would be an effective lay counselor?
We require three references (one from a pastor or leader of a VC group or ministry).  Your references must be 18 years or older and not a family relative.  Please list the names and contact info below of the representatives you will be forwarding your reference sheets to:

  
NAME


PHONE         

         EMAIL


  RELATIONSHIP TO YOU


1.  

2.  

3.  

Please save this form on your computer (after you have answered) & attach it to an email, sent to the Support & Recovery ministry by emailing: support.recovery@vineyardcolumbus.org.
If you do not have access to email, you may mail these forms to: 



                     Vineyard Columbus

Support & Recovery Ministry

6000 Cooper Rd. 

Westerville, OH 43081 

** Please forward the third page to your three references (see stipulations regarding your references in bold print above).  We prefer references within the church membership of Vineyard Columbus, but resources from other churches and employment referrals are also extremely valuable.  Upon receiving your completed application and recommendation forms, a Support & Recovery ministry leader will call you to set up an appointment to discuss further ministry involvement and information about the ministry.  
Reference Form

Lay Counseling Ministry - Vineyard Columbus
Applicant: Please forward this form to your three references and have them return to the S&R ministry, through the contact info listed at the bottom of this form.  The stipulations as to who you can ask to be a referral are listed in bold print on page two of this application.
Referral:  Please rate your level of knowledge based on your interactions with the applicant.
I,   _____________________ affirm that    _______________________ (person applying to serve as lay counselor) 
would make a great addition to the lay counseling ministry team at Vineyard Columbus.  
I believe he/she (the applicant) reflects the following qualities:
   Strongly Demonstrates 
5
4
3
2
1    Does not Demonstrate


Good listener

(
(
(
(
(


Empathetic

(
(
(
(
(


Discerning

(
(
(
(
(


Reliable


(
(
(
(
(


Steadfast

(
(
(
(
(




Kind


(
(
(
(
(


Loyal


(
(
(
(
(


Resourceful

(
(
(
(
(





   Able to come up with creative solutions and suggest available resources
Your Signature:  __________________________________________________       Date: _____________________
Phone: ________________________ 
         Email: ___________________________________________________

Note:  If you cannot confidently recommend the person requesting your recommendation as someone you would be willing to have counsel and pray with your spouse, children or siblings, please instead of signing this recommendation contact the Support & Recovery Pastor, 259-5299.  

Please save this form on your computer (after you have answered) & attach it to an email, sent to the Support & Recovery ministry by emailing:  support.recovery@vineyardcolumbus.org.
If you do not have access to email, you may mail these forms to: 



                     Vineyard Columbus

Support & Recovery Ministry

6000 Cooper Rd. 

Westerville, OH 43081 
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